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Rash Of

Area men’s leagues awash in perfect scores

By WAYNE RAGUSE
of the Journal Star o Lo

. There’s been a rash of 300s again
m the Peoria and Pekin men’s bowl-
ing associations and four of the au-
thors in the past three weeks each
had different feelings about his honor

- score. 5

George Brunsman of Peoria, & 37-
year-old lefty, had his 300 at Mount
‘Hawley Bowl in the Fellowship
League. He feels he got a little notice
when the week before he rolled a 286
game.

“There’s more oil out there, so
‘my ball will hold the pocket most
mgms ** said Brunsman, who had a
pair of 290s also at Mount Hawley as
hxbpexmnal nighs.

“And the series w1th the 300 I just
didn’t leave any 7-pins. I guess I left
one in about the sixth frame of the
third game.” Little wonder that
Brunsman totaled 300-244-23¢ — 782.

I really didn’t think about (300),”
said Brunsman, who was roliing a Co-

lumbia Black U-Dot. “I had all of -

them buried except for a slow 7-pin
on the 10th ball. And after I got itI
couldn’t believe it.”

It was sort of old hat for 25~year- "

~_old Pekin bowler Doug Goss when he

notched his fifth 300 at Roxy’s Lanes
in Pekin while bowhng in the Im-

perial League.

But this one wasn't old hat

“My older brother Frank had
never seen any of my others,” said
Goss, who had a 224-300-208 — 732
series. *‘In fact, he’'d never even seen
anybody come close,

The first game I didn’t start well,
but I finished the game with the last

five or six in a row. I knew I was

3
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Tocked in.

“Frank was more exc1ted than 1
was when I got the last strike.”

“I was z little nervous during it,
but not as bad as the others,” said the

1 sorta double-dribbled one fthat
kicked out a 7-pin, my buddy Dlllard
. Clark will.”

Goss, whose 300 was part of a mﬁ e

series bowled that night by Natkin
Services, said “One of these days I'm
gonna get an 800 series.”

~ Kenny Combs’ 300 in the Checkmate
. League at Mount Hawley.

second, was a matter of finances and
saving face.

. “After T got the first six strikes, I
thought to myself, ‘If I don't keep
going 1 wasn't going to win the pot
because it usually takes 260 to win
it, " said Combs, who employed a
Black U-Dot. ‘I had to do something,
because I'm a youth coach at Land-
mark and the junior team that rolled
that big series has really been giving
it to me.

*1 had no 1dea it was coming. I
haven’t been bownng as well this

ghanded Goss, Who was using a_
Red Hammer “Andif I don't tell you

And then there was Z2-year-old

- This one, the young nghthéhder s

757,

Brunsman Hughes
vear as I did last year. I can count
the number of 300 opportunities I've
had this year. Last year there were a
lot of 'em.”

And proving the 300 epidemic isn’t
confined to the under-40 set, 61-year-
old Tom Hughes bowled 246-300-194 —
746 in the Classic League af Rose-

wood Lanes.

Hughes, who was e@tatlc fo throw
an 800 series and average over 200
last season at age 60, has always told
himself “not to give up, sooner or
later I knew I was bound to get (a
300)."

And Hughes had some real doubt
when he finally did.
 “When I got up to throw the last
ball (Black U-Dot) it felt like it
weighed 50 pounds,” said Hughes.
“Especially after the first step. And
after I threw it I wanied it back to
throw again.

“The 4-pin stood maybe for a sec-
ond. T couldn't tell, but everybedy
said it was leaning straight ahead all
the time.”

And then Hughes tried to dupli-
cate the pin’s hitting thedeck.

“1 hit the floor and thanked the
Lord I got it,” said Hughes, who
bowls in five leagues.



